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Then followed Lenin's statements. Some of them, as is often
the case with fundamentally important questions, were
independent of time and circumstances and are still of topical
importance. These I should like to quote here.
'Your question was: "What are the principal reforms we
advocate? " I answer: the Soviet Government has no reformist
governmental programme, but a revolutionary one. Reforms
mean concessions got from a dominating class, while the
latter's domination continues. Consequently reformist pro-
grammes consist generally of many points of detail. Our
revolutionary programme consisted, properly speaking, of
one general point: overthrow of the landowners' and capital-
ists' yoke, wresting the power from them, liberating the
working masses from their exploiters.
'And here is my reply to your question as to the main
reason for our hostility to Capitalism:
'When compared with feudalism, Capitalism is an historical
advance on the lines of liberty, democracy, civilization. But,
nevertheless, Capitalism is and remains the system of wage-
slavery, of enslavement of millions of toilers, of workers and
peasants, to a little minority of modern slave-drivers: the
landowners and capitalists.
* Capitalism has become mature and over-mature. It has
outlived itself.
'The Soviet Republic abolishes private property of land,
factories and means of production, because this private
property is the source of the exploitation of the many by
the few, the source of the misery of the masses, the source of
the predatory wars among peoples, and enriches only the
capitalists.
'The victory of the International Soviet Republic is sure.'
The voice of Lenin is no longer heard. Vladimir Ilyich
Ulyanov now reposes beneath the huge marble slabs of his
mausoleum in the Red Square in Moscow. History will
show whether his prophecy will be fulfilled that the future
structure of the world will be an International Soviet Republic,